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or, in other words, the body will at last be brought back to 
the position from which it set out. 

Finally, it may be mentioned that the author is in posses- 
sion of a general method for expressing by quaternions the 
tangent planes and normals to curved surfaces ; and that in 
applying this method to find the cone of tangents enveloping 
a given sphere, and drawn from a given point, the geometrical 
impossibility of the problem, when the point is an internal 
one, is expressed by the square of a vector becoming in this 
case positive. 



The special thanks of the Academy were voted to Doctor 
Simpson of Christiania, for his donation of a fac simile of an 
Irish MS. in the Library of Copenhagen. 
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